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CHAPTER I
Assertion

DOOMED man walked that November day in
the Home park before Hampton hurt pal-
ace doomed doubly For the tall masterful

form betiding unwillingly as A wrestler
bends at last before superior might showed that
Providence had stricken him with mortal diseaseAnd even as he walked with his retinue respectful and obedient behind him his enemieswere plotting against that shortening life plotting
in secrecy and fear for well they knew that diet theKirl of afford but suspect be wonlc strike ftnt and
hardSome of the highest in the land walked humbly
behind him accommodating their steps to his faltering yet determined tread and showing more

to Thomas Wentworth earl of Strafford thanthey would have shown to the king For here stepped
the real king frame still was to befeared more than that of the most stalwart man in allMerry England that day

He walked the grounds of the king as if he ownedthem Although no echo of the clamoring of
mobs came to his ear he knew that at that momentthey were crying out against him And despised
them as he had despised the turbulent land of Irelandwhich he had held numb under his strong hand untilhe obeyed the command of Charles to travel to Lon
don

Despite the seriousness of the time the conversa
tion of the party was tight as thenobtained at court But it was interrupted suddenly

From behind a thick tree there stepped a girl She
tall and slender with brave eyes tall of thethe mystery and the power of night Black toowas her hair flowing in beauty over shapely proud

shoulders-
i Her costume betokened the country rather tha theourt but its lack of fashionable cut or texture wasnot noticed in that company of men and the admiringlucks that rested on her showed that hi their eyes

she was full admirable
My Lord of Stratford she said in a clear sweetvoifp I crave a word with you in private

The earl startled into surprise at her first appear-ance frowned blackly with annoyance at the daringinterloper He spoke no word but his underlingswere accustomed to study his face apprehensivelySwiftly two attendants placed themselves at her sideready to seize her did his lordship give the word Thehuntsman more officious still loosed his dogs thathad been snarling at her
They dashed forward soon as the leash was uppedBut the girl sprang nimbly to the tree and as sheleaped backward she whisked from the scabbard ofan amazed attendant the light sword with which hewas supposed to guard his master and himselfCall off your hounds villain she cried in a voicethat rang imperious command I order you not formyself but for them I would rather wound a man

oint if you do not instantly obey
The thin blade darted like an adders tongue Yelps

showed its potency and the dogs quick to know thatthey were overmatched contented themselves withnoisy outcry at a safe distance
At a glance from the earl the huntsman leashedthem again Stratford gazed darkly at the girl

What do you wish he asked
I have told you my lord I wish a wend 4 s eurprivate stir
Speak out what you have to say
Tis to be heard by none butthe Earl of Stratfordno not even king himself
I haw no from Mi grV
Nor need this be one Tis yours to jiceeitijj fitto the world at your pleasure ItL tel ryour ear alone Send that painted popinjay to therear with the dogs The others are gentlemen andwill retire of their own accord when they learx a lady

TV ishes to speak privately with you
A laugh went up from the British nobles at thereference to the painted popinjay who noneless than De Courcy one of the great band of

who were favorites at court because the consortof Charles had a predilection for her countrymen apreference shared by none but her husband Theywere regarded as titled mercenaries certainly spiesprobably dividing the unfortunate king still furtherfrom his suspicious people
De Courcy fumbled with his sword hilt mutteringangrily that he was prepared to meet say who might

to make the girls scornful remark his ownBut Stratfords fierce glance quelled the rising differ
i n e Harshly he said to the young woman

Your presence shall be rewarded hut with thisproviso If the news you make so much of is notworth the telling then shall you expiate your imps
deme in prison-

I accept the hazard freely my lord
The Karl of Strafford said no more but turnedto his followers who withdrew into the undat once except De Courcy who cried angrily

Beware Lord Stratford There may be more Inthis than appears She has shown herself eatpert witha stolen blade It is still in her hand
The eari smiled coldly

Tis but fair he said that I should take somechance to equal hers Ill chance the strokeThe girl flung her rapier into the forest and wavedher disencumbered band to the departing Frenchmansaying mockingly
Farewell popinjay The treacherous ever takesuggestion of treachery
What have you to say to me asked Stratfordseverely bending his haughty glance upon herSir her voice sank so that might by any

hanee overhear Sir I am Prance Wewtwwthour lordsbps eldest daughter

CHAPTER II
Recognitionr i i

The earl lowered upon the girl and tfehis brow might have warned even nM
arson that there was peril in triftfagf Whjpi hdtlie spoke his voice was menacing

preposterous
1 expect to gain a father

The girls answer trod quickly ufMm thur Mteta atthe question but her color changed from tt w pate
and from pale to red again and her hurried breatkiBghinted of knowledge of the crisis But she faced itwithout flinching

My eldest daughter is Ann aged 13 a modest littlemaid I take you to be older and I should hesitateto apply to you the qualification I have just coupledwith her name
1 am 16 senior If she modestIt is reasonably to be expected for she hath a motherscare I have had none If you detect a inmy manner tis but another proof I am my fathersdaughter
Boldness is not a virtue muttered Stratford tohimself ruminating Sixteen years of age ThenVhat was in The earl paused as if thepimple mathematical problem baffled him the old lookof weariness and pain clouding his downtnrned faceThe year 1 24 said the girl promptly
Doubtless Doubtless 1624 It is long fince longerthan the days that have passed seem to indicate Iass a young man then now now I am anaged wreck and all in sixteen years And so in you

the spirit of youth the past confronts me
Madam ht continued sharply you think I amsn old dotard who is ready to accept your absurdproposal But I am not yet 50 nor as near it as these1I1 maladies would have me appear and a man

should be in his prime at 50 Madam it will require
testimony to make me listen to you

further
your from the ground my lord andbehold it If looking upon me you deny that I amyour daughter I shall trouble you no more

Stratford lifted his careworn face and his heavyryes scanned her closely
Any man might be proud to claim you girl butyou have not come here merely because some onenattered th Earl of by saying you resembled

himNo my lord I am come to return to you thisdocument which once you presented to my motherShe handed to him a paper which he read with intent care
Madam ran-

I have in little much to say to you or else one
of us be much to bame But in truth I havethat confidence in you and that assurance in myself-as to rest se ue the fault will never be made on either
Bide Well tbtju tim short and this long wiUcta I elm
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at is no more than to give you thte first written testimony that I am your husband and that huSbend ofyours that wHl ever discharge those dutiesof lone andrespect towards you which good women may expect
and are justly due from to discharge themand this is not only much but all tome and wherein I shall tread out the remainder of
lifts which is left to me

Strafford looked up from his perusal Wankamazement upon his countenance
How came you by this paper-
I found it among the documents left by my grand

father who died a year ago It was sent tomy mother Frances daughter of Sir John
ton his only daughter as I am hers
he made no mention of any

My grandfather always hated you my lord It isvery like that he told you not that the cause of my
mothers death was her childrens birth

Children
Yes my lord My twin brother and myself

The earls hand trembled until the letter that he held
shook like the autumn leaves above him He conjured up the face of the boy whom he had supposed-
his only son and saw him challenged by a stranger
unknown and unloved

This girl saw with quick IntuJtlon that she had
lost her ground Cold dislike tinctured
which the next question was asked

Why is your brother not here ht your
you in the background where belong

Sir my brother shares our grandfathers ofyou for the parliament anf galnst the king
As for me I know little of the questions that disturb
the state My only knowledge that y u
father and were you the wickedest the
world I should come to you

The Earl of Stratford raised his head abruptly as
one who has come to a decision

Come with me to the palace In a world of lies
I find myself believing you thus I am not grown so
old ae I had feared Come

The girl was at his side In a moment
Sir well you lean upon my shoulder J

my lordBut when wrote to me death
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That is well I is alleviated insome measure at least Still I know that sicknesshas never been a bar to duty with you Yet r askno man to do what I am willing to do myself
for the good of tile state arid I shall be shortly on
the road at your heels

Whither your majesty earl with fall
tourney and he knew the king had no intention ofmoving toward the west

To London of course short stent over bade readsBut tf you are ailing a fear the highway a barge
on the river is at your disposal

To London echoed the earl something almostakin to dismay in his tune I held hoped your
majesty would order nt to Ireland assureyour majesty has of late

Yes yes exclaimed pte king brusquely I knowyour anxiety in that quarter A man ever thinksthat task the most impaytant with which he Intimately deals but my position gives me a view over
the whole realm and the various matters of stateassume their just proportions in my eyes their due
relations to each other Ireland is well enough batIt is the heart and not the limbs of therequires the physicians care Parliament has opened
badly and is like to give trouble unlessa firm hand

The hand of the earl appeased anything butIt wavered as It sought the upport of the chairs
armHave I your majestys permission to be
I am not well Stratford said faintly

Surely surely cried the king himself taking a
chair I am deeply grieved to see you so unwell buta Journey to London Is a small matter compared witha march upon Dublin which Is like tb have killedyou in your present condition

Indeed your majesty the snteller oourn well
hnve the more fatal termination murmuredthe earl
but the king paid no attention to the remark for j
his wandering eye now of a third in the
conference which brought surprised displeasure tohis brow The girl was starling behind high backof the chair in which seated in a gloomy
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The girl shrank closer to her father and made no
reply The eari bowed stiffly but offered no objec-
tion and the foreigner tripped daintily by herchattering most amiably of the queen and her pro
posed visit to London on the marrow

On their arrival at the carriage the earl seated him
salf In the closed vehicle and his daughter sprang
nimbly in beside him ignoring the proffered aid of
De Courcy Nothing was said until the jingling pro
cession of carriage and mounted guards was well
clear of the park when the girl exclaimed with a
shudder-

I loathe that scented fop Then seeming to fear-a reproof added I know I should not say that but-
I cannot see what you have in common with such-a creature that you are civil to him

The earl laughed lightly the first time she had
heard him do so

When we travel Frances saffe out of earshot you
may loathe whom you palace but tis sometimes un
safe to give expression to your feelings
walls I may had little In common with a man least
of all with such as De Courcy but the time to crush
him Is not yet He has the ear of my enemy thequeen and she has the ear of her husband

Sir what reason have you to suspect that thequeen moves against you
One reason is that I am at this moment journey

lug east when I woul be traveling west
my girl you seem resolved unconsciously to show
that you are your fathers that un
curbed tongue of yours for a lack of lying Is like
to be my undoing If I had the king I must go
to London tis most like we mere now on our way
to Dublin

But why does the king order you thus contrari-
wise

I know the king He is not as many think selfish
but he is weak and thinks himself strong a mostdangerous combination Now a weak monarch orastrong monarch matters little England has been
blessed with both and has survived the blessing
but a monacluwho is weak and strong by tums courtsdisaster War with the Scots says the king He willsmite them with a firm hand Very good a most de
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N I am ailing hut net decrepit
He led her into a room on the last for andsankinto a deep arm chair beside with a ofrelief For a few moments he regarded her no

pleased expression then said petulantly
Did your grandfather bring you up a lady or areyou an ignorant country wench

Quickly she drew back the small feet to
take advantage of the comforting fire and the blaze
showed her cheek a ruddier hue than heretoforje

Sir she said I was brought up without a mot-
hers care in the ancient hall of a sour old grandfather
my brother my only companion I can sometimae Out
fence him and falling that I can always outrun himAny horse be can ride I can ride and we two have
before you put to night three times our ofthe yokels of the neighborhood As to education Ihave studied musk to some advantage said Jtoreigntongues with very little I dare say there are many
things known to your fton Ton ladles that T am

of
We may thank God for that muttered the earL

The conversation was interrupted by a servant
throwing open a door crying

His majesty the
The girl sprang Instantly to her feet white her

father rose more slowly assisting himself with hishands on the arms of the chair

Majesty
There was more of hurry than of kingly dignity in

the entrance of Charles The handsome face u
marred by ap imperious querulousness that for the
moment detracted from its acknowledged nobility

Stratford he cried I have boon keptwaiting Servants are at this moment searchingpark for you Where have you been
I was in the forest your majesty J am deeply

grieved to learn that you needed me
I never needed you more than now Are you readyto travel

Stratfords gloomy face almost lightened up
On the instant your majesty he replied with-a sigh pf relief
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CHAPTER III
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angle where the firelight which played so plainly ori
the Stratford did not touch

In Gods name whom have we hfere2 Howcomes
this girl In my palace so intimate with my Lord
Stratford

The slumbering suspicion of Charles was arousedShe brings me proof which I cannot deny that sheis my eldest daughter
Your eldest daughter cried the king amazed Isyou family then so far unknown ttf you that such a

claimant may spring up at any moment
I was married privately to the daughter of SirJohn Warburton Circumstances me frommy wife and although her father Informed cuctjy

death he said nothing of Issue
Well said Charles My Lord StrafforS he con

tinued reverting to his subject will io London
thenInstantly your majestry

I will consult with you there tomorrow haveno fear for on my oath as a man on myhonorasa king I will protect you
The king rose and left the room as as hehad entered It
Stratford ordered the coach Into a reveriethat lasted till the servant announced that it wasready Then he ordered womans cloak broughtfor Frances and himself fastened It at hjar throatTogether they west down the lighted steps

A cavalier stepped from the shadow
and Frances recognized him as sparkwhom she had so frankly characterized earller In theda

My lord protested De Courcy jauntily youyour comrades at a disadvantage You
the woodland nymph I do protest ttls most unfair

Sir said Stratford with severity I would haveyou know that the lady to whom you xeTer is theHonorable Frances Wentworth my eldest daughor
The brought off his bonnet with an impressive sweep that brushed its ample feather lightlyon the stones e
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sirable outcome But our captains are promoted by
a whisper and not by Our army
is shattered I am imBed for Gods sake from Ireland and I scarcely able through
sit my horse

Verygood I cut up a portion of our Scotch friendsand the jest are on the run What happens Anadded for me you might suppose Not so Aposthaste from London Leave Scotsalone The king is treating with them Inof victory he embraces defeat I am left like a foolwith a newly inspired army and no Theyterm it negotiating In London but I call it defeatVery well I accept the censure In humblenessand implore the king to call np parliament till wehave time to set our house In order and face lordsand commons with good grace Then forLondon
Pushing on through darkness In the second nightof my a man thundered by me Gppd friendcried I what news that you ride so fastGreat news he answered breathlessly A par

liament is summoned and as 1 am elected a member I ride in haste Please God before the monthis done have Stratfords head In our hands andoff his treacherous shoulders
The girl gave a cry of terror

Oh twas but a braggart countryman knowingnot to whom he spoke so freely When I met theking he was all panic and regret He had conjuredup the devil easily enough but knew not how to allay him Tis my head they want I said Do withdt as you please If it is useless to you toss It tothem if useful then send me to Ireland where Ishall be out of the way yet ready to afford you whatservice lies in my power
He swore he would concede them nothing He gaveme permission to return to my post That was yesterday You heard him speak today It Is still thefirm hand but I must to London There indeed exfists a firm hand but it is concealed and so directedby hatred of me that it may project the avalanohethat will overwhelm us all

The gallant seized her hand instead and pressed itTired with long converse Strafford sank into atroubled sleep from which he was awakened at last
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by stopping of the carriage in front of hie town
house

OHAPTEB IV Propowd
The house was prepared for his reception Aresblazing and a tsQe in the room to which heconducted his daughter

Mrs Jarrett said the earl to his housekeeper
who looked with wonder at the girl this is my dansrhtar newly found having lived till now with hergrandfather in the north She is the child of my
second wife Frances Warburton

After supper when she arose to retire he kissed heron the lips ruffling her wayward curling black hairso much like his patting her affectionatelyon the shoulder
You win not be afraid of me from this time forward child he asked Indeed Frances I growsuperstitious as I become older and I look on yourstrange arrival as in some measure providential

Tlusre is none of my own kind to whom I canspeakfreely as I did to you in the carriage my otherdaughters are too young My Lady Stratford dislikesthis London house and this London town for whichsmall blame is to be imputed to her In YOU a manscourage is added to a womans wit Who knowsYou may be the rapier by my side
time Frances awake after shehad retired Was it possible that she was to1 be thustransplanted to stand by the side of tile greatest

in England She planned the days to comeShe would be as subtle as the craftiest Her tonguemust measure what it said and all rural bluntnessshould disappear-
It was two hours after midday the next day whenStratford sent for his daughter De Courcy was withhim and rose as she entered to present her with one

of his downreaching bows
My child said the earl I am about to set outfor parliament and it be late before I returnYet I think you shall sup with me at 7 U all goes

well and debate becomes not too strenuous but donot wait in case I should be detained I counsel younot leave the house today for there seem many
brawlers upon the streets My friend De Coercy herebegs the favor of some converse with you and speakswith my approval

Strafford looked keenly at the girl and Her heartthrilled as she read the unspoken message with quick
intuition He had some use for De Courcy and shemust be sauve and diplomatic Thus already she washer fathers ally

Sir I shall obey you in alt things and hope to winyour commendation said Faajices with an Inclination of the head
No sooner was the earl quit of the room than DeCourcy flung himself at her feet Her ifrst impulsewas to step quickly back but she checked It andstood her ground

O divine Frances cried how impatiently Ihave waited for this moment I mightdeclare to YOU
Sir I beg of you to arise TIs not seemly you

should demean yourself thus
Tis seemly that the whole world should gravel atyou feet my lady of the free forest far who

look upon you must love you and I adore you
here avow It
I Implore you to arise

The gallant seized her hand instead and hislips to it The tremor which passed over her at thisaction was misinterpreted by his unquenchable vanICy
Ojhe tension was relieved by a low rosy from

it sound that had in it the menace of a wild

eir What is that she exclaimedaway her hand and running to
Her rose to its tasted the knees
of his silken with a tUrn of lace that did duty fora handkerchief and followed her

The street below was packed with people howling
round a carriage that seemed blocked by rue press
The stout coachman gorgeous in splendid livery hadsome ado to restrain the spirited horses maddened
and prancing with the interference and the outcry
Cudgels were shaken aloft in the air and there were
shouts of Traitor Tyrant and other epithets
so degrading that Frances put her hands to her eatsin horrified dismay

Whom are they threatening so fiendishly s
whispered

That is your fathers carriage answered DeCourcy
Before she could make further inquiry thereup to them the cold dominating tone of her fathersvoice clear even above that tumult
Strike through

The stout coachman laid about him with his whip
and the curses for the moment abandoned Ute
Stratford to alight on the head of the driver Til

plunged fiercely into the crowd The cruetprogress changed the tenor of the cries as if a waH
ins stop of a great organ had suddenly taken tfteplace of the open diapason The press was o gr Mthat in front could not make for safety anddisappearing coach was greeted with screams of terror
and was followed by groans of agony Men went downy

Itlike ripe grain before a sickle
OhToh oh moaned the girt all color leaving her

faceIt serves the dogs right said De Courcy How
dare they block the way of a noble and the chief

of state
I I cannot look on this lamented Frances

back to the table and leaning against it as one
about to faint forgetting her desire to avoid further
demonstration from her companion in the trepidation
which followed the scene she had witnessed

Indeed they were most mercifully dealt with those
scullions The king of would have sent a troop
of horse to saber them back into their kennels Strike
through cried his lordship and by God tis a good
phrase most suitable motto for a coatofarms a hand
grasping a dagger above it Strike through I shall
not forget It But twas a softer and more endearing
theme I wished to

Sir beseech your polite consideration I am nigh
distraught with what I have seen and am filled with-
a fear of London Tis not the courtly city I expected-
to behold I am not myself

But you will at least bid me hope
Surely surely all of us may hope

twas the last and only gift left In Pandoras
casket arid London were grim indeed to be more be
reft than the receptacle of that deceitful womanMay I make my first draught on Madame Pandoras
box by hoping that I am to see you at this hour to-
morrow

Yes tomorrow tomorrow gasped the girl faintly
But that tomorrow was not to come Before night

the great was barricaded And the lights were
to show noo beam through the heavy shutters

Like a phantom army the servants of the household
stood In the gloom of the wide hall with bared
swords ready for the worst should the mob beat m
the doors For hours they bad been waiting for news
of Stratford and none had come Only his treasurer
had come to the house after much mishandling by
the mob with the news that aa was crying
that Strafford had been arrested in parliament ana
taken to the Tower

At last there was a timid knock at the door during
a lullin the street It was an from the earl
himself arid he brought a letter addressed to Mistress

It read
Sweetheart You have heard before this what hath

befallen me yet trust thou in the goodness of God
that my enemies shall do the no hurt I am troubled
that you should be in London at this time where I
cart be of no help to you It would please me to know
that ydu were safe In the home where you have lived
until the present time Think not that you can assist
me other than by obeying for I trust in God and the
king and in the assurance that I am innocent of the
charges malice hath brought against me Therefore
be in no way alarmed but betake yourself straight-
way to the north there to wait with thy brother as
heretofore until I send a message for you which I
hope to do right speedily Travel in comfort and se-
curity and take with you such of my housemaid as
will secure both

My treasurer John Vollins will give you all
moneys you require and this letter is his assurance to
fulfill your wishes In this and every respect Trust
in God Give way to no fear but bear yourself as
my daughter Your loving father

STRAFFORD
The young woman folded the letter without a word

except to the secretary to whom she said
My father writes in good confidence seeing no

for alarm having assurance of his innocence
and fajth In God and the king

To be continued next Sunday
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